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STUDIES IN THE BOOK OF REVELATION 
16.  “ The Reign of the Victorious King!”                  
Scripture:  Revelation 20:1-15
Theme:  “As Christ brings history to its God-intended conclusion, all God’s enemies will incur His judgment and God’s rule through Christ will come to earth as in heaven.
Introduction:
Thus far the story in Revelation has shown us that the church is to be a faithful light that reveals Christ to a dark anti-Christ world.  As she is called to be the presence of Christ, the church will be persecuted.  The hope that keeps her true and faithful is knowing that God is on the throne and that Jesus will bring history to its God-intended conclusion.  As the first section—ch. 1-11—brings us to Christ’s coming and the end, Chapters 12-19 takes us behind the scene of history’s conclusion to expose the spiritual conflict between Christ and Satan.  It further explains the instruments Satan uses to war against the people of God.  But the apocalyptic prophecy assures its readers that believers are more than conquerors in Christ.  But what happens to Satan?

After the one thousand year reign, Satan will be released.  He instigates a rebellion against Christ, but is conquered and, following the “great white throne” judgment, is thrown into the lake of fire for eternity.

In the twentieth chapter of Revelation we come to perhaps one of the most thoroughly discussed and debated chapters in the Bible.  In verses 4-6, the reader is introduced to the idea that after Christ’s return and the saints are resurrected, Christ will reign for one thousand years on earth from the city of Jerusalem.  This period is identified as the “millennium”.  Satan will be bound and chained in an underground “abyss” as Christ and His followers will control and oversee all the political, judicial, commercial and moral/relational activities of all cultures, nations and societies.  Some believe that this period is in direct fulfillment of Old Testament prophecies to the Jewish people, in which the Lord will resurrect a new covenant with Israel. He cleanses and restores a holy Israel to the Promised Land         (Ez. 36:24-32; 37:1-14).  Then His faithful Israel of God will be ruled forever by the Messianic King.  (Ez. 37:24-25).  Others interpret this chapter to refer to the victory of Christ and His church.

In this lesson we will seek to understand three critical subject matters surrounding this chapter:               1) comprehend the passage; 2) consider critical problem areas; 3) compare various interpretations. 

I.   COMPREHEND THE PASSAGE    REV. 20:1-15     

Having revealed the final destruction of the beast (anti-christ), and his false prophet, John now relates the conquest of the beast’s master—Satan himself.  But before his final end comes, Christ first returns with His resurrection saints to reign on earth for one thousand years!
A    The Removal of Satan (20:1-3)

1 After the beast was captured with his false prophet and were thrown into the lake of fire (19:20-21) what does John now see?  20:1
·      What does this angel do?     
2 What is the significance of the names given to Satan?  20:1-3 
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B     The Reign of Saints  (20:4-6)
1   Where does this reign take place?  How do you support your answer?

2    Who reigns?  What does their reigning consist of ?  Who do they reign over?

3   Who is included in “rest of the dead?” is there a second resurrection?

C.     The Return of Satan  (20:7-10)

1    What is to happen after the thousand years have been concluded?
· What will he immediately begin to do?
· How is this different from Rev. 16:13-16, and 19:19?
2    Carefully read verse 8.  Who are Gog and Magog?  (Gen. 10:2)  Does this passage mean that Gog and Magog will gather the nations or are their names used to symbolize evil nations?

D.     The Resurrection to Judgment (20:11-15)

1   Who sits on the throne?  Rev. 5:1,7,13; 14:14; Matt 25:31; John 5:22;                   II Cor. 5:10)
2   Who will be judged?
· Why do you suppose that it’s necessary for God to have a final judgment?
3    What is the criteria for this judgment?

· What is this book of life?  When were names placed there? On what basis?
4    What is the final victory that brings history to its God intended conclusion?
II.  CONSIDER CRITICAL PROBLEM AREAS          
A       The Removal of Satan  (20:1-3)
1 “Satan is bound…”  Is this to be taken literally or symbolically?
· If literally, what kind of chain could hold Satan?
· Where would we find a “bottomless pit”?  Is this like a “black hole”?

2     Is “one thousand years” literal or symbolic?
· How does this reference to time fit in with other statements as recorded in Rev. 1:1; 3:11; 22:6-7, 12, 20?
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· If the literal chronology of time was not important to John, and even Jesus told His disciples not to dwell on them, why do you suppose certain biblical scholars focus on a literal 1000 years?

B     The Reign of the Saints (20:4-6)     

1   From the text (20:4-6), where will Christ’s millennial reign take place?
·      Is this a literal reign of King Jesus over a restored Jewish nation?                                  
2    Who will be alive during this period—what does vs. 4 say specifically?
3   Does this mean that resurrected saints will be co-existing on earth with non-  resurrected, unredeemed, who are still alive?

4   Where else does scripture teach about a mixture of resurrected and non-resurrected co-existing together on earth, or about a 1000 year reign of Christ?
5    If we are to interpret Revelation literally (chronologically), how does the doctrine of the resurrection presented in Revelation 20 support or conflict with other New Testament teaching on it?  Compare with John 5:28-29; 6:39-40, 44, 50; 11:24; Acts 24:15; I Corinthians 15:23-24, 51-52; I Thessalonians 4:16-17; Daniel 12:2

6   Didn’t Jesus teach in Luke20:34-38 that in the age to come His people will all be  children of the resurrection?  I Cor. 15:50

C     The Return of Satan (20:7-10)

1   When Satan is released, who are the people who will be deceived?

·     Would they also include some resurrected saints who are reigning?

·      Can resurrected saints still sin?

·      Are these people, being ruled by Jesus, marrying, having jobs, making a living, having babies, dying…Is evangelism still going ?

2     How do you explain that after Christ’s successful reign of 1000 years—(with Satan   bound)there will those who reject and rise up against Him?

·     What would be the significance of Jesus’ thousand year reign over the nations, if they end up siding with Satan when he reappears after 1000 years being bound?
·      Having read of the trumpet judgments (8-9) and the bowl judgments (15-16), as well as the destruction of Babylon of the beast,  and of the “rest of them” who followed the beast (19:21) what people are left to make up those nations?
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3     How could Christ expect His disciples “to make disciples of all nations” in our present age—(when Satan was not bound),  while He obviously is unable to disciple the same nations in a thousand years with Satan bound and out of the way?
4    Is there a parallel between the battles described in Rev. 20:7-10 with that of 19:11-21?  Are chapters 13, 16, 19 perhaps depicting the same event, but emphasizing different aspects of God’s same judgment? Why or why not?
D    The Resurrection to Judgment  (20:11-15)     
1    These verses speak of God’s judgment.  How many judgments are there?  Do they all describe the same thing or different aspects?  Compare with: Matt. 25:31-46; II Cor. 5:10; Rom 14:10-12; Matt. 25:14-30;  I Cor. 3:10-15
                  2     According to John 5:22-30, who will do the judging?
                3   What will happen to those whose names are not found in the book of life?     (20:15)
 What is the “Book of Life”?  Eph. 1:4; John 6:44; Acts 13:48; 18:10;                Rom 9:11,16; Phil. 4:3; Rev. 13:8; 21:27
III.  COMPARE VARIOUS INTERPRETATIONS

A    The Post-Millenial View
1    This view states that Jesus will return to earth after (post the one thousand years.)  The number symbolizes the church age in which the kingdom of God will have been expanded on earth through the preaching of the Gospel and saving  work of the Holy Spirit in the hearts of individuals.
2     The post-mill holds that as Satan is bound, the world will eventually be Christianized, thereby bringing in a golden age of spiritual prosperity.  Then Christ will return, and Satan will be unbound for a brief period.
3     Most P-M agree that inspite of a golden age, a time of apostacy and resurgence of evil will occur prior to Christ’s return,  It looks forward to a long period of earthy peace without friction between nation, races, or social groups.  T he Kingdom of God will grow gradually due to the impact of the church’s gospel.
4     They consider the 1st  resurrection to be the new birth—a spiritual resurrection only.  Then, after Christ’s return, the bodily resurrection will occur.
·     What strengths do you find in this view?
·      What weaknesses do you see in this view?
B     The Premillenial Historical View

1     This view believes that when Jesus Christ returns to earth after a period of tribulation, He will set up a literal, earthly kingdom and reign from the City of Jerusalem for 1000 years.
2     Christ’s reign will be inaugurated in a cataclysmic way, following His judgment of the beast and his false prophet.  Jesus will personally exercise control over all the earth and its inhabitants
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3     Central to the Pre-mill position are two resurrections.  The first is that of the saints, who are to rule with Christ during this period.  The saints are resurrected and raptured after the tribulation when Christ returns.  This period becomes an age of Christ’s manifest rule.  His reign will be one of justice and righteousness, as well as, peace and harmony.  Only after the millennium has ended will those who have died without Christ be resurrected and that only for judgment.  God’s own children will go on to live with Him in the Eternal City whose Builder and Maker is God.

4     After a thousand years of Christ’s return, Satan is released.  He once again deceives nations and people into thinking that they can build a better nation without Christ.  They are led into a great rebellion after which Christ crushes them and His judgment follows.

·     What are the strengths in this view?
·      What weakness do you see in this view?

C   The Premillenial Dispensational View
1     This view affirms and believes basically all that historic pre-mil teaches.  A critical difference is that historic pre-mill has consistently held that the church to be the true Israel of God and is the focus of an earthly millennium.
2     Dispensationalism—is based exclusively on the premise of a consistent literalism in all O.T. prophetic application.  This requires that all Israel’s kingdom prophecies must be realized in a literal Jewish kingdom on designated land in Palestine.  Because the church cannot literally fulfill these promises, the millennium of Rev. 20 is seen as dealing primarily with the Jew, therefore, the Church has to be taken out or raptured for this to happen.   This is called the pretribulation rapture.
3      According to dispensational literalism, the scores of prophecies concerning a peaceful Davidic Kingdom on earth, “ demands” the restoration of the theocratic kingdom to the Jewish nation in Palestine, the rebuilding of the temple and the literal reinstatement of O.T. blood sacrifices.
4      Dispensational theology organizes its plan around Israel.  The church is viewed as the hidden mystery not known of in the O.T.  Therefore, the timeline of the future revolves around Israel, not the church.  They believe that Jesus came with two very different sets of purposes:  One set is regarding Israel, as Jesus offered the Jews the literal Davidic Kingdom. This the Jew rejected and the kingdom was postponed.  His second purpose was in reference to the church.  The Christian church is only an interruption of God’s promises of an earthly kingdom to Abraham, Moses and David.
·     What are the strengths of this view?

·      What are the weaknesses of this view?

D    The A-Millenial View

1     This view interprets “a thousand years” as symbolic of a period of time, but not a literal 1000 years.  The Book of Revelation must be read as a series of seven visions, each one viewed from a different viewpoint as each series moves the reader closer into the events of the end scene.

-6-
2     Revelation 19 brings us to the conclusion of history, even as did Rev. 14 and 16.  Each of these chapters describe various details of the same end time event;  the battle of Armageddon only with a different purpose and perspective in mind.   Explain these events.  With chapter twenty the reader is brought back to the beginning of our present dispensation—as did chapter 12  and begins to expain the spiritual battle taking place behind the scene
3     At the coming of Christ, with His death resurrection,  and ascension Satan is bound and Christ’s kingdom is established.

·    Prior to this glad event the world is a picture of desolation, spiritual darkness and persecution of God’s chosen.  Acts 14:16;  II Cor. 14:4
·    Scripture promised that spiritual darkness would be lifted when the Messiah comes:  Ps. 2:8; 72:8-11, 17

·    Jesus brings light to this dark world:  Matt. 12:29; Luke 10:17-18;            John 12:30-32

4   The 1000 years represents the Gospel Age of grace due to the incarnation, life, death, resurrection, and ascension of Christ.  The victory of Christ caused Satan to be bound.  His blinding tactics have been curtailed.  This doesn’t mean that the world is getting better, but it means that Satan can’t stop the spread of the Gospel.  In spite of persecutions and God’s warning wrath the church will prevail as Jesus promised in Matt. 18:18, “the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.”
5  After the age of grace, Satan will be released for a brief period resulting in extreme persecution of the church and resulting  in the battle of Armageddon.

6   The first resurrection points to the gift of spiritual life and the second resurrection is the general resurrection of all mankind.
· What are the strengths of this view?

· What are the weaknesses of this view?
CONCLUSION:
In this expansive study of Revelation 20, I’ve tried to expose you to the victorious message of this chapter, but also to address some key areas of difficulty for your consideration.  It is not my intent to discourage you or to create division, but to let you know that there is no clearly defined “orthodox” eschatological position which has won the support of believers throughout the centuries.  Therefore, we must hold our prophetic views in humility and look with love and understanding upon others who accept the authenticity of scripture, but who differ in matters of prophetic interpretation.  Keep this one thought in mind, Revelation 20 tells us that Jesus Christ will bring history to its God-intended conclusion and all the principalities and powers who oppose Him will incur His judgment.  Christ will bring God’s rule to earth as it is in heaven! MARANATHA!!  (It’s ok for Christians to disagree in some points of doctrine,  but it’s not o.k. to become disagreeable)
